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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS — 

Travel to the U.S. After U.S. District Court Ruling on February 3, 2017  
Temporarily Suspending President Trump’s Executive Order 

 
Information Current as of February 4, 2017- 3 pm EST 

 
Decision By U.S. Court Temporarily Freezes Key Parts of Executive Order: 
 
On February 3, 2017, the U.S. District Court in the Western District of Washington issued a 
temporary restraining order which prohibits the federal government from enforcing parts of the 
Executive Order that banned travel by “non-immigrants” and “immigrants” from Iraq, Syria, 
Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, and Libya for 90 days (a copy of the court order is enclosed). The 
judge’s ruling also prohibits the Executive Order’s freeze on refugee admissions, including the 
indefinite ban on Syrian refugee admissions. 
 
Entry into the U.S. After this Ruling: 
 
The U.S. District Court ruling means that right now, until a court rules otherwise, all officials at 
U.S. airports and other ports of entry are not allowed to prohibit entry to people from Iraq, Syria, 
Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, and Libya who are traveling on valid visas and are otherwise 
admissible. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has received these instructions to allow entry 
to allow entry to people from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, and Libya who are 
traveling on valid visas. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security has also confirmed that it 
will not be enforcing the Executive Order’s ban on non-immigrant, immigrant, and refugee entry 
because of the U.S. District Court ruling. 
 
Cancelled Visas: 
 
The U.S. State Department has confirmed with the American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) that unless there are additional issues in the case, all valid visas that were provisionally 
revoked/cancelled by the Executive Order have been made valid again.  
 
AILA has also confirmed with CBP that individuals who arrived last weekend and had their 
visas physically cancelled as a result of the EO will not need to reapply for a new visa and 
absent any other admissibility issues will receive an I-193 waiver (Application for Waiver of 
Passport and/or Visa) upon arrival to the U.S. For those traveling by air, airlines have been 
instructed to contact CBP to receive authorization to permit boarding. 
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Airlines Allowing Travel: 
 
The International Air Transport Association (which represent 265 airlines, over 83% of total air 
traffic), has issued the following statement after the U.S. District Court ruling: ‘The restriction 
for passengers with a passport issued by Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria or Yemen who 
were not allowed to enter the USA has been lifted. It has been removed from Timatic, pending an 
official confirmation.’ 
 
Subsequently, the following airlines have also confirmed, in addition to the IATA statement, that 
they will board people from the 7 affected countries if they have valid visas: KLM; British 
Airways; Emirates Airlines; Qatar Airways; Etihad Airways; Air France; Egyptair; Lufthansa; 
Delta; United; Virgin (list as of 4 pm EST, 2/4/17). 
 
Timing: 
 
The U.S. federal government has announced that it will ask the court to end this temporary freeze 
of its Executive Order “at the earliest possible time.” Therefore, if you are attempting to travel to 
the U.S. on a valid visa, you should attempt to get on a plane as soon as possible. It is possible 
that during your travel, the law may change and you may be detained at a U.S. port of entry. 
Please contact airport@refugeerights.org if you would like to request a referral to any lawyers 
organizing on the ground at the U.S. airport where you will arrive. Please include your flight 
information. 
 
Note for Refugees in the US Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP): For people traveling 
through USRAP for admission as a refugee, all travel is coordinated through the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) in coordination with your local Resettlement Support Center. 
These individuals must wait for a travel date and travel arrangements through IOM. 
 
Questionnaire to Assist Ongoing Legal Advocacy: 
 
A coalition of groups, including the American Civil Liberties Union, the National Immigration 
Law Center, the International Refugee Assistance Project at the Urban Justice Center, and the 
Worker & Immigrant Rights Advocacy Clinic at Yale Law School, along with the international 
law firm of Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP (the “Coalition”), have prepared a questionnaire 
for individuals affected by the Executive Order. The Coalition is gathering information to help 
the ongoing legal and other advocacy work against the ban. Please 
contact airport@refugeerights.org to receive a link to the questionnaire, and to return completed 
questionnaires. These materials will be available in English, Farsi, Arabic and Somali. 
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