
2017 RepoRt to SuppoRteRS
InteRnatIonal Refugee aSSIStance pRoject 



taBle of contentS

letter from the Director   2

our Mission and Values  4

our Impact  6

Our Field Offices  9

client testimony: Bader’s Story  10

our Model 12

Where We Work 14

training the next generation of Human Rights leaders 16

Client Testimony: Layla’s Story  19

our Response to the travel Ban 20

IRap in the courts 26

our policy advocacy 28

client testimony: Zane’s Story 30

IRap in the Media 32

What’s next for IRap? 35

our Supporters 36

Board of Directors & Advisory Board 39

International Refugee Assistance Project  1

Copyright © 2017 
International Refugee Assistance Project 
All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America

Design by Creative Loris/Joshua Webster

Cover photo: Image courtesy of Jules Cowan,
Jewish Voice for Peace, JewishVoiceforPeace.org.
Protest against the President’s travel ban at 
San Francisco International Airport on January 28, 2017.

www.refugeerights.org

Note: The content of this Report is current as of 
October 2017. For the security and privacy of clients, 
some of the names in this Report have been altered  
or omitted where indicated.



Letter from the Director | International Refugee Assistance Project  32  International Refugee Assistance Project | Letter from the Director

But the executive order is merely the tip of the iceberg. We cannot allow refugees and other 
forcibly displaced persons to become political pawns in a game of international scapegoating. 
IRAP is leveraging our volunteers, resources, and the attention we have received to fight back 
and ensure that we continue to uphold our humanitarian tradition of welcoming those who 
seek refuge on our shores. We plan to do this in a number of ways, including: 

• Building out our own in-house litigation shop to challenge unconstitutional and 
discriminatory policies toward refugees in court; 

• creating data tracking and rapid response mechanisms, in cooperation with  
local governments, to know when people are being illegally harassed and  
detained at airports; 

• expanding our policy advocacy and communications work to bring non-traditional 
voices to the forefront of the fight for refugee rights; and

• advocating for alternative legal pathways to safety in europe, canada, and  
elsewhere, for persecuted individuals for whom existing resettlement programs  
may no longer be an option. 

this is what we need to do in order to continue serving the world’s most vulnerable  
refugees, including interpreters who assisted u.S. forces in Iraq and afghanistan, lgBtI 
individuals, survivors of trafficking or torture, and children with medical emergencies. 

We live in challenging times, and over the next few years, our work will only grow more 
difficult. I feel deeply privileged to have such a meaningful role to play in the struggle for 
basic human dignity that lies ahead. Dominant political and media narratives tend to paint 
refugees either as terrorists or as hapless victims of terrorists. In fact, refugees are neither. 
they are stalwart, entrepreneurial, brave, and tenacious individuals. they have suffered 
horrors we cannot imagine, but miraculously emerged on the other side of borders, often 
giving up everything they have for a chance to start their lives over in peace and security. 
IRap will continue to give everything we have to empower our refugee clients to take that 
chance. thank you for joining us. 

Sincerely,

letter from the Director

Dear IRap community,

this Report comes at a pivotal moment in 
history, not only for refugees, but also for 
defenders of liberty, the rule of law, and 
human rights. Humanitarian assistance for 
refugees, long a cornerstone of the foreign 
policy of democratic nations, has been 
politicized nearly into extinction. as I write 
this, the united States has pledged to accept 
historically low numbers of refugees in the 
coming year; Southern european countries 

are lending military support to Libya to “curb migrant flows;” and the United Nations, under 
severe resource constraints, may be forced to shrink their operational footprint. 

two years ago, IRap evolved from the Iraqi Refugee assistance project to the International 
Refugee assistance project. our goal was to scale up the successful model we had developed 
to provide life-saving legal assistance to Iraqi refugees, and leverage our virtual public 
interest law firm of pro bono partnerships and law school chapters to serve refugees around 
the globe. I am proud to share that our network of more than 2,000 lawyers and law students 
currently represents more than 2,016 refugees from 21 different countries of origin as they 
seek a legal path to safety. In addition, in the past year we have provided legal assistance to 
more refugees than in any previous year in our organization’s history. 

When Donald trump was elected president of the united States on a platform that, among 
other things, promised to end the resettlement of Syrian refugees and severely curtail 
immigration in all forms, we began to brainstorm: how could we best utilize our army of lawyers 
to fight back? On January 27, 2017, when the first travel ban came down, we had our answer. 

We immediately mobilized lawyers all over the country to travel to airports and other ports 
of entry to prevent them from being turned into prisons or black sites. When we heard that 
two of our clients were being held, handcuffed, and threatened with deportation at john f. 
Kennedy International Airport in New York, we filed a lawsuit demanding freedom for them 
and the more than 2,000 other travelers imprisoned at airports around the country, simply 
because they were traveling from Muslim-majority countries. In total, it took only 27 hours 
from the signing of the executive order to the emergency court decision demanding that 
these thousands of people not be deported. 

That weekend, we created a movement. No scholar or media outlet mentions the first travel 
ban without discussing the chaos that resulted at the airports. If it had not been for IRap 
and our network of law students and lawyers, no one would have known of the chaos taking 
place behind closed doors. 

Becca Heller 
Director, International Refugee Assistance Project 
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our Mission  
and Values

MISSIon
the International Refugee 
assistance project (IRap) 
organizes law students and 
lawyers to develop and 
enforce a set of legal and 
human rights for refugees 
and displaced persons. 
Mobilizing direct legal aid, 
litigation, and systemic 
advocacy, IRap serves the 
world’s most persecuted 
individuals and empowers 
the next generation of 
human rights leaders.

ValueS
IRap believes in action, 
accountability, innovation, 
and candor. We are  
nimble, collaborative,  
and nonpartisan. We 
believe in the power of 
individuals to change  
their own circumstances. 
and we believe in results.

4  International Refugee Assistance Project | Our Mission and Values
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our Impact

IRAP is the first organization to provide comprehensive 
legal representation to refugees throughout the 
registration, protection, and resettlement processes. 
Since our establishment, we have provided legal 
assistance to thousands of refugees and helped pass 
legislation to benefit thousands more. To date, IRAP 
has built pro bono partnerships with 29 law schools 
and over 75 international law firms and multinational 
corporations, and operates in three cities: new York, 
Beirut, and amman. 
 
IRAP led the fight against the President’s harmful 
executive order, which seeks to block refugees, 
immigrants, and other travelers from coming to the 
u.S., by organizing an emergency legal task force at 
airports around the country, maintaining an emergency 
hotline, and successfully litigating against the executive 
order to block its implementation.

Number of people served by IrAp’s legAl ANd polIcy work

number of people resettled 
with their families

3,822

number of people provided with 
legal advice through our hotline 
info@refugeerights.org

21,025

number of lives impacted through 
IRap’s legal and policy work

169,195

IrAp’s emergeNcy respoNse to the trAvel bAN

number of volunteers who 
signed up to help at airports 
around the country

8,350

number of refugees who 
arrived in the u.S. after the 
executive order was blocked 
by the courts

21,000+

number of requests received 
through our emergency hotline 
airport@refugeerights.org

359
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Our Field Offices

IRAP’s field offices in Amman, 
jordan and Beirut, lebanon are 
an essential part of IRap’s holistic 
and international strategy. jordan 
and lebanon host a vast number 
of refugees from Syria and Iraq, 
and having a team of lawyers and 
caseworkers on the ground allows us, 
in cooperation with non-governmental 
organizations (ngos), international 
governmental organizations (Igos), 
and governmental partners, to 
swiftly identify refugees in dire need 
of assistance and help them with 
resettlement to a safe, third country.

Our field staff in Amman and 
Beirut are responsible for the 
intake and screening processes of 
prospective clients, representation 
of clients before the united nations 
High commissioner for Refugees 
(unHcR), emergency response 
programming, and the expansion 
of IRap’s geographical scope to 
work with the most at-risk refugee 
populations. our overseas teams 
have also been on the frontline of 
identifying and expanding alternative 
and complementary pathways for 
resettlement across the globe. 

Having built solid reputations among 
the local refugee communities, our 
field offices reach even the most 
vulnerable populations and individuals 
who may otherwise be hesitant to 
reveal themselves to an aid agency. 

IRAP’s field offices also play a crucial 
role in relationship-building with 
partner organizations including 
unHcR, the International organization 
for Migration (IoM), and others in the 
humanitarian protection space. our 
field teams’ relationships with other 
ngos on the ground create a referral 
network, so that even in situations in 
which IRap is unable to provide legal 
assistance, we can facilitate contact 
with social workers, domestic legal 
counsel, protection officers, and 
mental health professionals, as well as 
access to housing and medical care.

Our Field Offices | International Refugee Assistance Project  9
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client testimony: Bader’s Story

bader* is a transgender jordanian 
man who faced years of persecution 
and discrimination because of his 
gender identity. He fled to Lebanon 
to register as a refugee with unHcR 
in hopes of finding safety. However, 
as a transgender man living in Beirut 
with an ID that did not match his 
gender expression, Bader was highly 
vulnerable with an urgent need 
for resettlement to a safe, third 
country. Yet, because he had not 
been displaced from Syria or Iraq, 
Bader’s case was not considered high 
priority and unHcR warned him that 
his chances of being resettled were 
low. faced with this life-threatening 
obstacle, IRap helped to secure safe 
housing for Bader in Beirut while 
his legal team worked to pursue an 
alternative pathway to resettlement. 
With IRap’s help, and after two 
long years in limbo, Bader was 
finally resettled through a private 
sponsorship program in canada, 
where he is now able to live freely 
and without fear.

*real name withheld to protect client’s privacy

“IRAP was with me even before 
coming to Lebanon. I had to flee 
Jordan and the local IRAP office 
connected me with a lawyer from 
the IRAP office in Lebanon. The next 
day, she personally went with me 
to UNHCR and waited with me there 
for hours until I got an appointment. 
She went with me to the UNHCR 
registration interview and helped me 
get financial help for rent.”

“The resettlement process took a long 
time, but the IRAP staff didn’t stop 
thinking about ways to help me and 
referred me to other programs. With 
IRAP’s help, I was able to find people 
who were willing to sponsor me in 
Canada, and that’s where I live now.”

“IRAP was with me all the way in 
everything and I often dropped 
by the office to consult with the 
lawyer at IRAP about the threatening 
situations that I faced. I never once 
felt pressured during my interviews 
with IRAP and always knew they were 
listening to me. That was my journey 
with IRAP for two years.”

Image by Hassan Chamoun 
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our Model

IRap’s innovative model saves refugees’ lives, assures their 
passage to safe destination countries, and shapes thought and 
practice in the united States and around the globe to ensure fair 
and humane treatment of refugees. 

IrAp’s approach is grounded in three distinct but interrelated strategies:

 IRAP has created a “virtual public interest law firm” that defies 
geographical boundaries and provides high quality representation 
to refugees by a cadre of 1,200 law students and over 800 pro 
bono attorneys. this model is scalable and allows IRap to take on 
an increasing number of urgent refugee cases, as well as respond 
to immediate crises such as the chaos at airports following the 
implementation of the travel ban signed by president trump.

1
through extensive litigation and systemic advocacy, IRap is 
bringing legal challenges to refugee rights violations in the courts, 
creating solutions to overcoming the legal and bureaucratic 
impediments in the resettlement process, and developing an 
enforceable system of legal and procedural rights for refugees 
and displaced persons worldwide. as the only organization 
that guides refugees through every step of the resettlement 
labyrinth, IRap is often able to identify obstacles of which other 
institutional players are unaware. our unique model utilizes 
lessons learned in individual casework to advocate for systemic 
changes that benefit broader refugee populations.

2

finally, a crucial prong of IRap’s approach is to train the next 
generation of international human rights advocates through our 
law school chapters. these advocates are essential to assuring 
fairness, decency, and adherence to the rule of law throughout 
the refugee resettlement process and promoting pro-refugee 
policies throughout the country.

3
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Where We Work

locations of clients where  
IRap provided legal  
representation or advice

Pro Bono partner locations

IRAP Office Locations

Image by Hassan Chamoun 
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training the next generation  
of Human Rights leaders

through our unique student-centered 
model, IRap has trained more than 
1,200 law students in 29 law school 
chapters throughout the u.S. and 
canada, providing these students with 
hands-on legal experience and creating 
a direct pipeline of legal talent from 
top law schools to renowned law firms 
and public service.  

every year, IRap hosts a Student 
Summit in new York city to bring 
together chapter members for 
two days of training, organizing, 
and networking with high-level 
representatives from government, 
international organizations, and 
academia. Students are also offered 
the opportunity to participate in 
annual student trips to IRAP field 
offices in Jordan and Lebanon, where 
they conduct intake interviews with 
potential clients and meet with local 
NGOs, government officials, and 
community organizations.

What’s more, our policy team 
increasingly engages our chapters in 
IRap’s advocacy work, encouraging 
and guiding them to organize around 
refugee issues in their communities.

IRAP provided me with the 
opportunity to manage a case, 
solve real-world, complex 
problems, and interview clients 
and witnesses. I discovered  
that I have a passion for pro 
bono work and that it was 
important for me to work  
for a firm that had a strong  
pro bono commitment.

—  alexis federico, litigation 
associate at Irell & Manella llp  
and former Director of the IRap 
chapter at the university of 
california Irvine School of law

In January 2017, I joined IRAP for the law student trip to the Amman, Jordan field office. As 
I reflect on my brief trip to Amman, my mind is flooded by the stories that families told me 
and the enthusiasm that my colleagues and I shared in helping move their resettlement cases 
but one step forward. I feel strength in knowing that my IRAP colleagues (and our allies) are 
fighting stronger than ever to honor the families who have put their trust in us.

—  Myriah j. Heddens, cunY chapter member
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layla is an ethiopian woman who 
was safely resettled to the united 
States with her two children through 
IRap’s assistance. Her husband 
and brother-in-law were targeted 
because of their ethnicity and 
wrongly accused of organizing against 
the ethiopian government. Because 
of this, their family began receiving 
death threats and threats of 
imprisonment. In fear for their lives, 
they eventually fled to Saudi Arabia. 
 
one day, however, layla’s husband 
was arrested by the Saudi police 
and sent to prison on the grounds 
that they were living in the country 
illegally. Soon, he was deported 
back to ethiopia where he was 
still wanted by the government. 
unfortunately, as a woman living 
without a male guardian, layla and 
her children had to leave Saudi 
arabia because it wasn’t safe for 
them to remain in Riyadh without 
her husband.
 

In 2010, she and her children first 
arrived to Damascus, Syria, where 
they officially registered as refugees 
with unHcR. there, she received 
word that her husband had been 
imprisoned in ethiopia and decided 
it was in her family’s best interest 
to stay in Damascus. after the 
Syrian civil war erupted, layla got 
in touch with IRap. We provided 
legal advice and quickly referred 
her case to unHcR for protection 
and resettlement. ultimately, after 
the surge of violence became too 
dangerous, layla and her children 
fled to Turkey in 2013, walking for 
two days and three nights to the 
turkish border.
 
In turkey, IRap helped layla navigate 
the resettlement process and, after 
one year, unHcR referred her to 
the u.S. finally, after two and a half 
years of waiting in turkey, layla and 
her children were safely resettled to 
the united States in late 2015.    

“When I got to the USA, it was a dream for my family. Since I came here, thanks to God, 
I have a life, I have a future. My kids can now have an education. I take classes and was 
given the opportunity to serve as an AmeriCorps member at Catholic Charities. It is my 
way of showing appreciation to my new home, the United States of America.”

Image by Wondros



our Response to the  
travel and Refugee Ban

on january 27, 2017, an executive order 
(eo) temporarily freezing the refugee 
program and banning people from seven 
majority-Muslim countries from entering 
the united States was signed into action. 
amidst global disbelief, uncertainty, and 
fear, the staff and volunteers at IRap 
immediately sprung into action.

the result: a historic movement that 
energized thousands around the  
world to stand up for refugees and 
established a blueprint for how to 
effectively and strategically fight back 
against unchecked executive power.

IRAP continues to fight this discriminatory 
ban—through the courts, civic action,  
the media, allies on both sides of the 
aisle, and a self-organized volunteer 
network—in order to continue to deliver 
legal solutions for the world’s most 
vulnerable refugees.

20  International Refugee Assistance Project | Our Response to the Travel and Refugee Ban



In anticipation of the president’s eo, IRap sends out an urgent 
call to action for lawyers to deploy to airports across the country, 
should the eo go into effect. over 1,600 individuals sign up to 
volunteer within 24 hours.

Jan 25, 9:24 am

IRap’s Director calls a staff meeting in advance of the imminent 
signing of the eo to discuss the emergency response.

Jan 25, 10:00 am

president trump signs 
the eo, which goes into 
effect immediately.

Jan 27, 4:42 pm

IRap client, Hameed Darweesh, and his family land at jfK airport 
in new York. His legal team is there to meet him. His wife and 
child emerge from customs and inform the team that he has been 
handcuffed and detained.

Jan 27, 6:00pm

Haider alshawi, another IRap client, lands at jfK airport. He 
is also detained by customs and Border protection (cBp), as 
confirmed by his wife in Texas.

Jan 27, 8:22pm

after an emergency brainstorming session between IRap and 
the national Immigration law center (nIlc), we pair up with 
the american civil liberties union (aclu) and Yale law School’s 
Worker & Immigrant Rights advocacy clinic (WIRac) to begin 
drafting a habeas petition.

Jan 28, 0:00

IRap lawyers head to the airport, hoping to contact their 
detained clients. We are denied access and told to “call 
Donald Trump.”

Jan 28, 2:30 am

IRAP, NILC, ACLU, and WIRAC file the habeas petition and 
Darweesh v. Trump lawsuit at the federal court in Brooklyn.

Jan 28, 5:30 am

The New York Times breaks the story:Jan 28, 5:30 am

congressman nadler and congresswoman Velazquez  
arrive at jfK airport to put pressure on cBp.

Jan 28, 10:00 am

IRap sends a second email blast to everyone who signed up to 
the first call to action; over 8,300 individuals sign up to help.

Jan 28, 12:00 pm

the travel ban goes Into effect

“Subj: URGENT- Protect refugees arriving at airports  
We are seeking attorneys, immediately, who can go to the 
airports at which refugees are scheduled to enter the United 
States to support arriving refugees in credible fear interviews.”

the lawyers Arrive

Hundreds of lawyers start showing up at over a dozen airports. 
they carry signs offering their services, ask family members of 
affected travelers if they need help, and file habeas petitions 
across the country. others begin protesting the ban. Meanwhile, 
IRap is organizing the airport teams behind the scenes.

Jan 28/29



after 18 hours in 
detention, Hameed 
Darweesh is 
released and speaks 
at an emotional 
press conference:

Jan 28, 12:30 pm

Haider alshawi is released.Jan 28, 7:00 pm

a judge in Brooklyn hears an emergency motion and subsequently 
grants a nationwide stay of removals, preventing detained 
travelers from being deported.

Jan 28, 7:30 pm

IRAP v. Trump, the first lawsuit challenging the Muslim ban 
in its entirety, is filed in Maryland.feb 7

president trump signs the revised eo and rescinds  
the original one.march 6

plaintiffs in IRAP v. Trump file an amended complaint 
encompassing the revised order.march 11

the revised eo is supposed to go into effect, but two judges 
block the implementation at the final hour. The government 
appeals the decisions.

march 16

after a hearing in 
IRAP v. Trump, the 
4th circuit court 
of appeals rules 
in favor of IRap 
and upholds the 
blocking of the 
ban. the trump 
administration 
appeals the case to 
the Supreme court.

may 25, 1:50 pm

the Supreme court agrees to hear the government’s appeal 
and partially lifts the injunction on the travel and refugee ban, 
excluding travelers with “bona fide relationships” to the U.S.

June 26

The plaintiffs seek clarification of “bona fide relationships” in  
the courts. Meanwhile, travelers from the six banned countries  
and refugees with ties to family in the u.S. or u.S. entities 
continue to travel.

July-Aug

the government settles in Darweesh v. Trump.August 31

the administration issues an updated version of the executive 
Order. The fight against the travel and refugee ban continues.

september 24

“This is the soul of 
America. This is what 
pushed me to move, 
leave my country, 
and come here. I’m 
very, very thankful 
to all the people who 
come to support me.”

IrAp challenges the ban in the courts

hameed darweesh in a Washington Post op-ed: 
“I can never thank IRAP, Reps. Nydia M. Velázquez and 
Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), and the people who came to JFK  
to support me enough. Because of their compassion, I  
know that my hard work and risks were appreciated.”

Haider Alshawi, a few 
weeks after being 
released from detention 
at JFK Airport: 

“I am with my family 
now and that’s what’s 
important. It’s a dream 
come true. Sometimes I 
don’t believe it’s real.”



IRap in the courts

Sometimes IRap’s mission to protect 
the rights of refugees has to go beyond 
providing individual legal aid. When 
we identified egregious delays in the 
Special Immigrant Visa program for 
those who risked their lives to work 
alongside u.S. troops, we sued the 
government in 2015—and won! 

In january of this year, we once again 
saw the rights of our clients and other 
refugees and immigrants being violated. 
With the help of a coalition of lawyers and 
students, we went back to court. Since 
then, our litigation work has resulted 
in relief for thousands of refugees 
and others affected by the executive 
order. these are two of the lawsuits 
that we were involved in this year:

IRap v. trump 
IRap is the named plaintiff in IRAP v. 
Trump, the first lawsuit to challenge 
both president trump’s original and 
revised executive orders in their 
entirety. the complaint states that the 
order discriminates against Muslims 
because of their religion and is thus 
unconstitutional. The lawsuit was filed 
by IRap, HIaS, the Middle east Studies 
association (MeSa), and individual 
plaintiffs, with nIlc and the aclu 
acting as co-counsel.
 
a federal judge in Maryland ruled in the 
plaintiffs’ favor, blocking the order’s 
travel and visa ban on six majority- 
Muslim countries. the ruling was upheld 

by an en banc panel of judges in the 
4th circuit court of appeals, and then 
partially lifted by the Supreme court. 
the case is still ongoing.

Darweesh v. trump
Darweesh v. Trump was the very 
first lawsuit filed in response to the 
executive order. the same day it was 
filed, a federal judge in New York 
blocked the unlawful deportation  
of refugees and other travelers who 
had valid documents to enter the 
united States. 

The lawsuit was filed on behalf of two 
Iraqi IRap clients who had been unjustly 
detained at jfK airport for nearly 
20 hours each and threatened with 
deportation. they were represented 
by IRap, the aclu, nIlc, the Worker 
and Immigrant Rights advocacy clinic 
at Yale law School, and Kilpatrick 
townsend & Stockton llp. 

through the lawsuit, the government 
revealed a list of hundreds of individuals 
that had been detained or deported 
over the course of several days, 
directly contradicting the president’s 
statement that about 100 people had 
been “inconvenienced.” In the final 
settlement, the government agreed to 
reach out to every single person who 
was denied entry or deported under the 
first Executive Order and who had not 
yet reapplied for a visa or returned to 
the united States.

26  International Refugee Assistance Project | IRAP in the Courts



our policy advocacy

IRap has an extensive track record of 
successfully advocating for the rights of 
refugees. By building non-traditional, 
non-partisan coalitions—from veterans 
to religious groups to corporate 
attorneys, and on capitol Hill—IRap’s 
policy team has proven effective in 
bringing tangible change for vulnerable 
groups of displaced persons.

In fiscal year 2017 alone, IrAp’s 
advocacy efforts resulted in congress 
renewing the life-saving Afghan 
special Immigrant visa program for 
four more years and providing  
4,000 additional visas to Afghans who 
worked with the U.S. government 
and are therefore threatened by 
militias. In addition, FY17 saw more 
SIV recipients arrive in the U.S. than 
in any previous fiscal year, with  
over 15,000 Iraqi and Afghan arrivals.

In the aftermath of the executive 
orders targeting refugee resettlement, 
IRap has worked to protect the 
rights of vulnerable refugees and 
displaced persons. IRap coordinated 
with members of congress to support 
the lawyers at airports immediately 
following the january 27 anti-refugee 
executive order and held dozens of 
print, radio, and television interviews 
to explain the significance of the Order 
for IRap’s clients. IRap continues to 
advocate for improved access to counsel 
for travelers in airports and to challenge 
anti-refugee legislation and regulation.

28  International Refugee Assistance Project | Policy Advocacy

“ When I started working 
as an interpreter with 
the U.S. soldiers, I was 
called “traitor” and 
threatened. Going to 
the U.S. on a Special 
Immigrant Visa was my 
only way out because it 
was very dangerous for 
me to stay in Iraq. 
 
 When I received the 
email that said I was 
going to make it to the 
U.S., it was the best day 
ever in my life. I packed 
27 years of my life in 
two suitcases. 
 
I want this opportunity 
to be given to everyone 
in need to come here 
and start their life all 
over again.”

 — Sham

Image by Wondros
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client testimony: Zane’s Story

Zane is a transgender man and 
trans rights activist from the Middle 
east. after his friends and family 
learned of his transgender identity, 
he lived in a constant state of fear 
for his life and eventually was forced 
to become housebound because 
of the perpetual threats. When 
his mother was diagnosed with a 
terminal illness and witnessed the 
ridicule experienced by her son, she 
insisted to not seek treatment until 
she died. Desperate to live as his 
authentic self, Zane began taking 
unregulated hormones when doctors 
refused to give him a prescription. 
unfortunately, the hormones made 
him extremely sick and caused him 
to seek emergency medical care.
 
Due to his situation and repeated 
persecution, Zane founded the first 
online arab trans group and met 
someone who successfully resettled 
to the united States a few years ago 
with IRap’s help.  

after this former client referred him, 
IRap immediately began assisting 
Zane with an exceptional in-country 
refugee application, with help 
from Microsoft lawyers and Yale 
law students. the legal team even 
facilitated the emergency medical 
care he needed to survive. IRap 
was able to directly and successfully 
refer his case to the u.S. embassy 
in his home country, where his 
application was expedited and he 
was finally able to escape his grave 
circumstances. In 2016, Zane was 
safely resettled to the united States. 
Shortly after arriving, he was able to 
legally change his name and gender 
to suit his identity.



IRAP in the Media | International Refugee Assistance Project  3332  International Refugee Assistance Project | IRAP in the Media

IRap in the Media 

We have been leveraging the media to fight back against anti-refugee rhetoric 
and activities and continue to control the narrative on the Muslim ban.
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What’s next for IRap?

“See You In Court!”

emergency Response

International outlook

organizational growth

the blocking of the Muslim bans has shown the 
effectiveness of the courts in preventing unchecked 
executive power. In order to be able to quickly 
respond to executive overreach, IRap has created a 
litigation shop and will continue to sue whenever we 
see attacks on the rights of refugees and immigrants.

the emergency response at airports proved crucial  
in the immediate aftermath of the signing of the 
travel ban. IRap will mobilize its vast networks 
of pro bono lawyers and law students to provide 
oversight and emergency legal services at ports of 
entry across the country.

IRap is developing new partnerships with countries 
in europe and elsewhere to provide alternative 
pathways to safety for refugees. While we will 
continue to fight for the resettlement program in the 
united States, we will also increasingly work with 
foreign NGOs and government officials to ensure safe 
passage for the most vulnerable refugees.

We will continue to responsibly grow our staff,  
while expanding our pro bono network. Between 
august 2015 and august 2017, we nearly doubled  
our staff, from 18 to 35 full-time employees,  
and increased our active pro bono attorneys and  
student volunteers from 264 to 816 attorneys and 
from 495 to 848 students.

In response to the trump administration’s efforts to suspend and severely 
curtail the u.S. refugee resettlement program, IRap swiftly sprung into action 
to protect the rights of refugees. not only have we increased our operations to 
provide legal help to more clients, we are also significantly expanding the scope 
of our work to protect and expand legal avenues to safety for refugees:

Image by Wondros
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our Supporters

21st century IlgWu Heritage fund
38 Degrees
Bradley abelow & carolyn Murray
airbnb
akin gump Strauss llp
alchemy foundation
all out
Bryan & Suzanna altman
the altschul foundation
american International group, Inc.
anonymous [20]
anonymous Donor advised fund of the  
 Hawai’I community foundation
anonymous family foundation
aziz ansari
apple, Inc.
the arena BK
arnold & porter Kay Scholer llp
around foundation
Basha foundation c/o Ismael Basha
elana Bildner
jacob and Hilda Blaustein foundation
Morton K. and jane Blaustein foundation
Supported (in part) by a grant from  
 the David Bohnett foundation
Rita & charles Bronfman
adrienne Brown & jonathan Marcus
Miriam Buhl
Vera R. campbell foundation
Blackedge capital
john and nancy cassidy family foundation,  
 an advised fund of Silicon Valley community foundation
the organization Support fund at the chicago  
 community foundation
Walt cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Walt cooper
Dla piper
Draper Richards Kaplan foundation
the Ralph S. & frances R. Dweck family foundation
fadel elkhairi
fjc - a foundation of philanthropic funds
levi Strauss foundation
julie gersten & greg Sharenow
jacob gibson & Beverly picardo
Barinaga goodman fund at West Marin fund
google Inc. (via american endowment foundation)
Kelly greenwood & jules Maltz
the grove foundation
Richard Hart
Hauptman family foundation, ellen Bronfman Hauptman 
 and andrew Hauptman
taryn Higashi & Ivan Zimmerman
David R. Hoffman
Hunton & Williams llp

allen & overy llp
alston & Bird llp
arnold & porter Kaye Scholer llp
Baker McKenzie
Baker Botts llp
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, caldwell & Berkowitz p.c.
Ballard Spahr llp
Barasch Mcgarry Salzman & penson
Beveridge & Diamond, p.c.
Bradley arant Boult cummings llp
Brown Rudnick llp
cleary gottlieb Steen & Hamilton llp
clifford chance llp
cozen o’connor p.c.
Davis Wright tremaine llp
Debevoise & plimpton llp
Dechert llp
Dentons
Dla piper
Duane Morris llp
Dykema gossett pllc
faegre Baker Daniels llp
fenwick & West llp
fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & loewy llp
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
gibson, Dunn & crutcher llp
goodwin procter llp
goulston & Storrs p.c.
greenberg traurig llp
Herrick feinstein llp
Hogan lovells llp
Holwell Shuster & goldberg llp
Hueston Hennigan llp
Hughes Hubbard & Reed llp

Resnick family foundation, Inc.
emmanuel Roman
Rutgers presbyterian church
the Sarlo foundation, a supporting foundation of the 
 jewish community federation and endowment fund
the Schocken foundation
polis-Schutz family foundation of the jewish  
 community foundation
Yolanda Shashaty
the Sigrid Rausing trust
Silver giving foundation
Skadden fellowship foundation
abigail Rose Solomon
the Sparkjoy foundation
Sprocket foundation
joyce g. & Daniel e. Straus foundation

Intel corporation
Interfaith Refugee project
If Hummingbird foundation - Iscol family 
frederick Iseman
ItMfa
the jacob Blaustein Institute for the advancement of  
 Human Rights; the leo nevas family foundation
Rachel & Mike jacobellis
Kathy & Mitchell jacobson
nick jehlen
jewish coalition for Disaster Relief - Syrian Refugees
Miranda Kaiser
the j.M. Kaplan fund
catherine & Subhi Khudairi
Khudairi group
Kickstarter pBc
jennifer & tim Kingston
jill Kirshner
gisel & omid Kordestani
Michael Kruzeniski
latham & Watkins llp
leichtag foundation
Mark lemley & Rose Hagan
lily auchincloss foundation, Inc.
gary lippman Donor advised fund (jewish community  
 foundation of greater MetroWest nj)
jessica livingston
the george lucas family foundation
Katie Mcgrath & j.j. abrams family foundation
Metabolic Studio, a direct charitable activity of  
 the annenberg foundation
Ms. paulette Meyer & Mr. David friedman
Microsoft corporation
the Moriah fund
the Morningstar foundation
goldberg/nash family foundation
national Basketball athletic trainers association foundation
nduna foundation
Netflix
elaine nishizu
open philanthropy project
open Society Institute’s Matching gift program
the o’Reilly foundation
orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, llp
tench and Simone otus coxe
Bnp paribas
Borealis philanthropy
postmates Inc.
allison & Robert price
allison and Robert price family foundation fund of  
 the jewish community foundation
price philanthropies foundation
amy Rao & Harry plant
carl & anna Reisner

Hunton & Williams llp
Hutchinson Black and cook llc
K&l gates llp
Kilpatrick townsend & Stockton llp
King & Spalding llp
Kirkland & ellis llp
latham & Watkins llp
Moore & Van allen pllc
Morgan, lewis & Bockius llp
Morrison foerster llp
neal, gerber & eisenberg llp
nixon peabody llp
o’Melveny & Myers llp
orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe llp
paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & garrison llp
proskauer Rose llp
Reed Smith llp
Ropes & gray llp
Ryan, Swanson & cleveland pllc
Schiff Hardin llp
Shearman & Sterling llp
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton llp
Shipman & goodwin llp
Sidley austin llp
Skadden, arps, Slate, Meagher & flom llp
Steptoe & johnson llp
three crowns llp
Venable llp
Watson farley & Williams llp
Weil, gotshal & Manges llp
White & case llp
Whiteman, osterman & Hanna llp
Wilson Sonsini goodrich & Rosati
Winston & Strawn llp

the David tepper charitable foundation, Inc.
thendara foundation
theodore cross family charitable foundation
tsadik fund of tides foundation, on the  
 recommendation of Mr. Vincent Worms
Robert and jane toll foundation
ly K. tran
t-Serve foundation
the aber D. unger foundation
united nations Voluntary fund for Victims of torture
univision communications, Inc.
Vanguard charitable
Weil gotshal & Manges llp
Whispers from children’s Hearts foundation
jamie Wolf
amy Young

IRap extends profound thanks to the generous supporters who have contributed 
$5,000 and above over the past fiscal year — September 1, 2016 to August 31, 2017.

IRAP would like to thank the following law firms and corporate partners for 
their generous pro bono assistance:

law firms
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Board of Directors & advisory Board
Walt cooper, chair
president, corticia I advanced neurological therapies  
for autism

carl Reisner, Vice chair
partner, paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & garrison, llp

Robert j. abernethy
president, american Standard Development company & 
Self Storage Management company; Managing Director, 
Metropolitan Investments, llc

Michael Breen
president & ceo, truman center & truman national 
Security project

Miriam Buhl
pro Bono counsel, Weil, gotshal & Manges, llp

Stephanie Dodson cornell
Managing Director, Draper Richards Kaplan foundation

taryn Higashi
executive Director, unbound philanthropy

Zach Iscol
ceo, Hirepurpose; executive Director, Headstrong project

Subhi Khudairi
founding Managing partner & president, Khudairi group

Steven M. Miska
founder of Servant, leader, citizen consulting, Inc.

Robert Raben
president & founder, the Raben group

neal e. Rickner
Head of Strategy & operations, Makani, google [x]

thomas a. Russo
executive Vice president & general counsel, legal, 
compliance, Regulatory affairs & government affairs, 
american International group, Inc. Retired.

albany law School
american university, Washington college of law
Boston university School of law
columbia law School
cornell law School
city university of new York School of law
emory university School of law
fordham university School of law
george Washington university law School
georgetown university law center
Harvard law School
Mcgill university faculty of law
new York university School of law
northeastern university School of law
northwestern university pritzker School of law

Rutgers School of law
Seattle university School of law
Stanford law School
touro law center
university of alabama School of law
university of california, Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of law
university of california, Irvine School of law
university of california, los angeles School of law
university of chicago law School
university of connecticut School of law
university of Michigan law School
university of pennsylvania law School
university of Southern california, gould School of law
Yale law School

IRap is also extremely grateful for the invaluable work of our law school 
chapters at the following universities:

3M 
american International group
general electric
jp Morgan chase

Macquarie group
Microsoft
Starbucks

corporate partners
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www.refugeerights.org

40 rector street, 9th floor 
New York, NY 10006

about IRap
the International Refugee assistance project (IRap) organizes law students and 
lawyers to develop and enforce a set of legal and human rights for refugees and 
displaced persons. Mobilizing direct legal aid, litigation, and systemic advocacy, 
IRap serves the world’s most persecuted individuals and empowers the next 
generation of human rights leaders.

IRap believes in action, accountability, innovation, and candor. We are  
nimble, collaborative, and nonpartisan. We believe in the power of individuals 
to change their own circumstances. and we believe in results.


